GIVING US FEEDBACK 


The first year courses were changed last year and the response to these 
changes from students and the external examiners was very positive. We believe 
that the 

first year programme provides a good foundation for your work at Goldsmiths. 
We will seek your views on the courses and we always welcome comments on 
the programme through course leaders, student representatives or the monitoring 
system. Obviously we want to know where things are going wrong or are not 
working but it is also helpful to hear about what you have enjoyed and situations 
where you have been able to come to grips with some of the important issues 
raised in the study of media and communications. 
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AN OVERALL VIEW 


During your first year here, you will be doing a number of different courses on the 
‘theory’ side. Although the courses are different and have their own objectives, 
they have been designed to work together. This leaflet sets out the overall aims 
of the first year programme. It is inevitable that in the beginning you will find some 
new ideas hard to follow and you may feel confused about where a particular 
course fits in. When that happens have a look at what’s written here and make 
sure that you discuss problems with your seminar leader and/or the course 
leader. 


A FOUNDATION YEAR 

The first year is in many ways a foundation year, a year in which you learn some 
of the concepts and methods which you will need in your subsequent work with 
us. Our main objectives for the first year are 

• to introduce students to a number of key concepts in communications and 
media studies 

• to introduce students to the ways in which particular theoretical positions have 
developed 

• to enable students to develop analytical skills and the ability to think critically 
about what they read. 

• to enable students to develop the ability to understand and comment critically 
on a range of visual material eg. photographs, films 

• to enable students to develop skills in academic writing, including structuring 
an essay, making an argument and handling bibliographic references 

DIFFERENT APPROACHES, DIFFERENT DISCIPLINES 

As you will see from the Departmental aims and objectives which are printed in 
the Student Handbook, we want to encourage you to think about communications 
in the broadest sense. Look at the first year courses outlined in the student 
handbook and you will see that they will introduce you to the different ways in 
which communication has been explained and understood and role of different 
media in society. This means introducing you to a number of different 
approaches to understanding the media. In academic terms, these different 
approaches are called disciplines and so in the first year you are introduced to a 
number of different disciplines. You will for instance look at approaches which 
study the way in which media institutions have developed historically (MCI 04); 
which use linguistic methods to study media communications (MCI09); which 
emphasise the role of culture has in our daily lives (MCI 08). If you are a single 
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honours student, you will also be introduced to some concepts from sociology 
and anthropology which will help to ground your understanding of the media in an 
understanding of social structures. 


SKILLS AND ASSESSMENT 

The courses you do in the first year will therefore introduce you to new material 
whether it be the development of the popular press, the semiotics of advertising 
or debates about popular culture. But we also want to help you develop skills in 
analysis and argument which mean that you can present your own ideas clearly 
and effectively. In seminars, you will often be asked to discuss a piece of writing; 
this helps you to understand the arguments being made and when you’ve 
understood them to criticise or assess them. In addition, in each course you will 
be set a piece of coursework. Again, different courses will be aiming at different 
skills. In some courses, such as MCI04, you will be asked fairly general 
questions which require you to demonstrate a broad understanding; in other 
courses, such as MC110, you will asked to analyse a particular media example in 
some detail. 

Just as the courses teach different skills, so the exams at the end of the first year 
have different formats to test those skills. The two hour exams test your ability to 
marshall information quickly and set out an argument clearly. The essay in your 
own time which is the format for MCI 09 gives you a chance to show a wider 
range of reading and develop your arguments more fully. The project for MC110 
allows you greater choice of topic and encourages you to use skills of textual 
analysis. 


THEORY AND PRACTICE 

Although these are theory courses, they are also designed to help with some of 
the issues you will address in your practice work during your three years here. 
MCI 09 and 110 deal with key questions of signification, narrative, genre and 
representation which you will need to think about in your own practice. MCI 04 
gets you thinking about institutions and the pressures on those who work in them 
while MCI 08 asks questions about how culture is produced and understood 
which are crucial to communications practice. 


GETTING HELP 

Every course has its own set of objectives. If you feel you are not making 
progress in one particular area of a course or have problems with the course as a 
whole, do seek help from the seminar leader or the course leader. They will be 
able to give advice, to point you in the direction of helpful reading or discuss a 
difficult concept with you. There will undoubtedly be times when you do feel 
confused; the courses are, we hope, challenging and demanding. But do raise 
difficulties in your seminar groups; you’ll find that you’re not the only one who 
feels a bit insecure. 
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